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From the Executive Director

Dear Friends,

Welcome to this latest issue of our biannual 
newsletter. I’m happy to report that we at the 
Commission have now returned to conducting 
nearly 100% of our activities in-person. While 
I’m extremely proud and thankful of the 
efforts made by everyone involved with the 
Commission to continue our operations 
uninterrupted despite the pandemic, the past 
couple of years have been a reminder of the 
importance in programs like ours of being able 
to engage in face-to-face contact. As a true sign 
of our ‘normalization’ process, we were even 
able to hold our first staff retreat since 2019, 
meeting this time all together in Antalya, where, 
as a team, we reviewed our Commission’s work 
and also got in a bit of sight-seeing.

I was very happy recently to be able to visit 
some of our current American English Teaching 
Assistants on site. I met with ETAs currently in 
Muğla, Izmir and Uşak, and was delighted to 
see their excitement, and to observe after just 
a short time, how well they’re engaging with 
their students, their host institutions and the 
local communities.

Among other recent visits and visitors to 
highlight, we were very fortunate to be able 
to meet this summer with Ms. Margaret Chai 
Maloney, a member of the US President-
appointed Fulbright Foreign Scholarship Board, 
during her visit to Istanbul. We had a lovely 
evening with her, accompanied by several of 
our recently returned Fulbright grantees, who 
were able to share with her their experiences 
and observations.

Finally, I’d like to draw your attention to the 
latest changes in our Commission’s Board. As 
always, I’d like to express my very sincere thanks 
and gratitude to the out-going members. Their 
generous contributions of time and thoughtful 
input are critical to the on-going smooth 
operation of this bilateral Commission. We 
are looking forward to working with our four 
new members: Mr. Osman İlhan Şener, Deputy 
General Director for Cultural Diplomacy at the 
Turkish Foreign Ministry; Ms. Viraj LeBailly, 
Public Affairs Officer at the US Embassy in 
Ankara; Prof. Dr. Gültekin Yıldız, Dean of the 
Turkish Military Academy at the National 
Defense University in Ankara; and Ms. Julie 
Eadeh, US Consul General in Istanbul.

To all of you, I hope you enjoy this latest 
Newsletter and the many interesting stories 
within, and I wish you a very happy and healthy 
holiday season.

Prof. Ersel Aydınlı

Coming from a multicultural background, she became an 
anthropologist in order to learn - in her own words - “what” she 
was, and later specialized in disasters after one struck her life so 
completely that she lost everything she owned and worked on. 

She was the first recipient of the Fulbright Aegean Initiative 
Fellowship in 2001-2, with which she came to Boğaziçi University. 
She gave several lectures around the country and organized a 
conference on disaster anthropology with participation from 
many academics and stakeholders in related fields. 

In her work, Dr. Hoffman strives to answer the questions of “why” 
and “how” disasters occur, taking into consideration accumulated 
knowledge of populations, their social structures, their use 
and perception of the environment, their calculation of risk, 
their historical coping mechanisms, and the factors that have 
brought about their vulnerability. Dr. Hoffman started and chairs 
The Risk and Disaster Commission of the International Union of 
Anthropological and Ethnographic Science. She also initiated The 
Risk and Disaster Group of the Society for Applied Anthropology 
and was its first chair. She is also board member of the Culture 
and Disaster Action Network (CADAN).   

(For the full interview, please go to page 14-17)

An  
Inspiring  

Story

A Disaster Anthropologist, Dr. Susanna 
M. Hoffman is an author, speaker, and 
consultant internationally recognized as 
an expert in disasters.  



News from the Commission

Margaret Chai Maloney’s Visit

While visiting Istanbul with her family, 
Fulbright Foreign Scholarship Board 
(FFSB) member Ms. Margaret Chai Maloney 
hosted a dinner with a small group of 
Fulbright administrators and recently 

returned Istanbul-based Turkish Fulbright 
grantees on August 5. Our Executive 
Director Prof. Ersel Aydınlı and Istanbul 
Office Director Betti Delevi attended the 
event, along with returnees representing 

different grant categories. The alumni 
shared their stories, commented on the 
program and how it impacted their lives, 
and found many instances of common 
ground.

Visits from the U.S. Embassy 
and Consulate Officials

Ms. Erica Marrero, the PAO at the U.S. Consulate in Adana visited 
the Fulbright Head Office in Ankara on October 19, 2022.

Ms. Viraj LeBailly, Minister Counselor for Public Affairs, visited the 
Head Office on September 16, 2022.
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Prof. Jordan 
Scepanski’s Visit

Pictured: Jordan Scepanski with office staff and Ersel Aydınlı

Annual Retreat

On October 21-23, the Fulbright 
Commission Staff came together for 
the annual retreat, this time in Antalya. 
Delicious dinners of meat and fish, a full 
day excursion to the historic, cultural, 
and scenic sites, an occasional dive in the 
warm Mediterranean Sea, laid the setting 
for bonding, and renewal of energy. Until 
next time!

On October 13, former Fulbrighter and 
Board Member of the Aziz and Gwen 
Sancar (AGS) Foundation, Mr. Jordan 
Scepanski and his wife visited the Fulbright 
Ankara Office. 

Mr. Scepanski joined the AGS board of 
directors in January 2018 following service 
with the Turkish-American charitable 
organization Bridge to Türkiye. While a 
member of the American Peace Corps, he 
taught English as a Foreign Language to 

Vanderbilt University Libraries) in Nashville, 
Tennessee, and has held positions of 
Director of Library and Learning Resources 
at California State University, Long Beach; 
Executive Director of the Triangle Research 
Libraries Network (TRLN), a consortium of 
Duke University, North Carolina Central 
University, North Carolina State University, 
and the University of North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill; and Dean of Library and 
Learning Resources at Zayed University in 
Dubai and Abu Dhabi in the United Arab 
Emirates.

Primary and High School students in Elâzıǧ 
and Pamukova, Türkiye, in the mid-1960s. 
He returned to the country as a Fulbright 
Senior Lecturer in 1981 in the Department 
of Librarianship at Hacettepe University. 
Mr. Scepanski is a graduate of Manhattan 
College in New York City and holds 
postgraduate degrees in Librarianship 
f rom Emory University and Business 
Administration from the University of 
Tennessee. He was an administrator at the 
University of North Carolina at Charlotte 
and the Joint University Libraries (later the 





6

The Turkish Fulbright Commission bid 
farewell to its Board Members Ms. Daria 
Darnell, Consul General in Istanbul, and Mr. 
Robert Hilton, the Public Affairs Officer at the 
U.S. Embassy in Ankara. We thank both for 
the valuable contributions they have made 
as well their presence and support in most 
of the Commission’s events. The new Consul 
General Ms. Julie Eadeh has joined the 
Board, replacing Ms. Darnell; and Ms. Viraj 
LeBailly, Minister Counselor for Public Affairs, 

replacing Mr. Hilton. Prof. Gültekin Yıldız, the 
Dean of the Military Academy at the National 
Defense University in Ankara has replaced 
Prof. Cemal Yıldız; and Mr. Osman İlhan 
Şener, Deputy General Director for Cultural 
Diplomacy at the Turkish Foreign Ministry 
has replaced Mr. Emir Salim Yüksel, who was 
his predecessor at the same position.

We welcome the four new members to our 
Board.

Board Transitions

Pictured left: 
Atılay’s farewell lunch

Pictured right: 
Welcome to Asiye and farewell to Meriç

Mr. Atılay Özkaynak, Finance Assistant, left the 
Commission to do his military service, and Ms. 
Meriç Karateke, Administrative and Program 
Assistant, left to take a job at a start-up. We 
thanked our colleagues for their valuable 
contributions and wished them luck in their 
future careers.  

Staff Transitions Ms. Asiye Büşra Düzgün joined the 
Commission as Administrative and Finance 
Assistant, and the staff welcomed her as Atılay 
and Meriç were saying goodbye. Ms. Düzgün 
has an undergraduate and a Master’s degree 
in Urban Planning from the Middle East 
Technical University.    

Ms. Leyla Akşin Pınar joined the Commission 
Staff as Acting American Programs Officer, 
while Mr. Şahin Kaya was appointed as 
Education Adviser and Senior American 
Programs Assistant.

Ms. Akşin (left) has a B.S. and an M.A. in 
Economics from METU and NYU, respectively; 
and another M.A. in European Studies from 
Université Catholique de Louvain. She has 
worked as an EU expert first at the Ministry 
for Industry and Trade, Directorate General for 
European Community Coordination, and then 
at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Directorate 
for EU Affairs.

Ms. Anna Gerda South (right), a second year 
ETA, also joined the American Programs 
Department as ETA assistant. She has an 
undergraduate degree in English Literature 
from a joint degree program between the 
College of William & Mary and the University 
of St Andrews. Last year, she taught English 
speaking and Medieval and Renaissance 
theater courses in Kırklareli. 



News from the Alumni

Alumni Associations' Events

Meeting with U.S. Ambassador Mr. Jeffrey 
F. Flake: On July 21, U.S. Ambassador Mr. 
Jeffrey L. Flake, his wife Mrs. Cheryl Flake, 
and CG-designate Mr. Jonathan Henick 
hosted alumni of U.S. exchange programs. 
Mr. Flake had a f ruitful discussion 
with Humphrey and Fulbright Alumni 
associations’ board members about their 
activities and future projects. 

Fulbright Alumni Reception & 
Networking Event: On September 1, 
Fulbright alumni came together at a 
reception and networking event hosted 
by the U.S. Consul General Mr. Jonathan 
Henick in partnership with the Fulbright 
Alumni Association. Mr. John T. McCarthy, 
the Chairman of Turkish Fulbright 
Commission, the Executive Director 

Prof. Ersel Aydınlı, and Fulbright Alumni 
Association Board Members attended 
the alumni event along with many 
Fulbrighters from different backgrounds 
and fields. The event provided a platform 
to strengthen alumni relationships, share 
knowledge and experience, and offer 
support.  

Alumni Mentorship Project: The Alumni 
Mentorship Project is a joint pilot project 
run by Fulbright, Humphrey, and Yes 
Alumni in partnership with the U.S. 
Consulate General Istanbul. The project 
kick-off event was hosted by the U.S. 
Consul General Mr. Jonathan Henick on 
September 28 at his residence. In this 
project, our distinguished, senior Fulbright 

and Humphrey alumni mentors will take 
the initiative to provide guidance and 
inspiration for YES graduates who are 
still at the beginning of their professional 
lives by encouraging, role-modeling, and 
supporting them to not only build their 
own career path but also improve their 
personal growth in every possible way. 
With this project, we aim to grow our 

community academically, socially and 
intellectually by sharing our valuable 
knowledge, experience and leadership 
skills with the enthusiastic and devoted 
generations. We are thankful to all the 
Fulbright and Humphrey mentors, 
YES mentees and the U.S. Consulate 
representatives for their efforts, motivation 
and significant contributions. 
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Prof. Mustafa Pultar’s 
new book: Denizlük - 
Büyük Deniz Sözlüğü 

Mustafa Pultar, a 1960-1961 Fulbright 
grantee who earned his Ph.D. in Civil 
Engineering from Princeton University, 
retired from Bilkent University in 2004. 
He then devoted his time to writing about 
the sea, translating books, and publishing 
articles.  Denizlük, is the compilation of all 
sea related words, terms, and phrases seen 
in Turkish language and other sources. The 
author has used countless sources from 
Katip Çelebi's book Tuhfetü'l Kibar Fî Esfari'l 
Bihar to Selim Özen's Gemiler Sözlüğü. 

Dr. Sarah Neel Smith’s Book Gets Published
Dr. Sarah Neel Smith, currently teaching 
in the Department of Art History, Theory, 
and Criticism at the Maryland Institute 
College of Art recently published her 
book Metrics of Modernity, Art and 
Development in Postwar Turkey. She 
was a 2012-2013 Student Researcher in 
Art and Architectural History, who came 
from UCLA to Yıldız Technical University.

In this portrait of the art world of 1950s 
Turkey, Sarah-Neel Smith offers a 
new f ramework for analyzing global 
modernisms of the twentieth century: 
economic development. Smith’s book 

publishes landmark 
works of Turkish 
modernism for the 
first time, along with 
an innovative array 
of sources—f rom 
gossip columns to 
economic theory—
to reveal the art 
world as a key site for 
the articulation of 
Turkish nationhood 
at midcentury.

A 1995-1996, Senior Lecturer alumnus 
at Boğaziçi University, Prof. Fissel’s 
recent book The Military Revolution and 
Revolutions in Military Affairs updates 
two central debates in military history 
- the one surrounding the concept of 
military revolution, and the one in military 
affairs - while advancing original research 
in both f ields. This book breaks new 
ground conceptually and appeals to an 
exceptionally large and diverse readership. 

Mark Charles Fissel is an emeritus professor 
of History at Augusta University and Fellow 
of the Royal Historical Society.

Book Edited by Prof. Mark Charles Fissel 



Prof. Sina Akşin’s 5th and Final Volume of Büyük Zafer – İstanbul 
Hükümetleri ve Milli Mücadele-V (1921-1922) Gets Published

Famous historian, academic and Fulbright 
1959-1960 Student alumnus, Prof. Sina 
Akşin completed his Büyük Zafer – İstanbul 
Hükümetleri ve Milli Mücadele series with 
the fifth and final volume.  This volume 
includes many critical events, from the 
last days of the Battle of Sakarya to the 
Great Victory, the liberation of Izmir, and 
the takeover of Istanbul by Refet Pasha on 
behalf of the Grand National Assembly of 
Türkiye. This last military phase of the birth 
of the Republic of Türkiye is presented to 
the reader in the form of a chronicle, thanks 
to Akşin's extensive review of media reports 
and documents from the period. 

Two Fulbright Alumni Appointed as Rectors
Prof. Kürşat Aydoğan, 1981-82 Student 
alumnus, who earned his Ph.D. in Finance 
at Syracuse University with his Fulbright 
grant, has been appointed rector at İ.D. 
Bilkent University, after serving there as 
an academic and administrator for more 
than 35 years.

Prof. Fatih Gültekin, an M.D. and a Fulbright 
Research alumnus who studied the 
melatonin hormone at the University 
of Texas, has been appointed rector at 
Lokman Hekim University.

We congratulate both of our alumni and 
wish them success in their new roles.

Pictured  below left (L-R):  
Prof. Ersel Aydınlı, Ethan Rosenzweig, (Deputy 

Asst Sec at ECA,) and Prof. Kürşat Aydoğan 

Pictured below right: 
Prof. Fatih Gültekin
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Aliye Çelik, 1968-1969 Student alumna, 
who received her M.F.A. in Architecture 
from Princeton, made a career working 
with NGOs, including the UN and 
UNHabitat, for over twenty years. 

In 2010, she partnered with three other 
Fulbright scholars and architects; James 
McCullar, FAIA, Professor Lance Jay 

Dr. Aliye Çelik, Board 
Chair of the CSU

Brown, FAIA. Professor Urs Gauchat, 
Hon AIA; to found the Consortium 
for Sustainable Urbanization (CSU). 
The CSU mission includes promoting 
better understanding of sustainable 
urbanization’s role in city planning, 
fostering exchanges of best practices 
and innovations through UN conferences 
and programs with allied organizations, 
and building bridges between the 
design community, the general public, 

and allied UN organizations in support 
of the UN Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs). Dr. Çelik also teamed 
up with another Fulbright Scholar, 
Dr. Oner Yurtseven, to write and edit 
several books for the Consortium. Dr. 
Yurtseven was a 1969 Student alumnus 
who received his Ph.D. in Electrical 
Engineering from Johns Hopkins, and 
held important academic positions at 
Indiana and Purdue Universities. 

Tony Italia’s Article 
Gets Published

Mr. Italia, a 2020-2021 Student 
Researcher alumnus co-wrote an article 
titled “New Additions to the Guitar 
Family: Lego and Automatic Microtonal 
Guitars” during his grant period that 
was recently published in a Musicology 
Journal.  We congratulate him for this 
accomplishment.



Dr. Özlem Erden Başaran and Dr. Merih Uğurel Kamışlı awarded the 
Alumni Engagement Innovation Fund (AEIF)

Assist. Prof. Merve Çaşkurlu’s Film is Selected for a Festival

The two Fulbright alumni, Dr. Erden 
Başaran, 2013-14 Ph.D. alumna, and 
Dr. Uğurel Kamışlı, a 2007-2008 FLTA 
alumna were awarded the AEIF, 
sponsored by the U.S. Embassy, for their 
project titled ‘'Inter-cultural Dialogue 
Training for Turkish In-service-Teachers 
for Promoting Sustainable Peace.'' 

The project will train 30 Turkish 
in-service teachers during five monthly 
sessions to become peace advocates 
and gain intercultural dialogue 
skills. Teachers will be equipped with 
intercultural dialogue strategies that 
can be used in their school communities 
to eliminate common misconceptions 
among minority, refugee, migrant, 
and local populations, avert conflict, 
and promote sustainable peace. The 

training will increase awareness of 
intercultural communication and 

A 2018-19 Ph.D. Dissertation Grant 
alumna, Dr. Merve Caşkurlu completed 
her f ilm “Mutlu Fanus” as an extension 
of her project she undertook while in 
San Francisco during her research 
period. Her f ilm (Happy Fishbowl) 
is a documentary about the brief 

history of the area around Bağdat 
Avenue, featuring interviews with old 
and new neighborhood residents, as 
well as personal testimonies about 
the urban transformation of the area.  
Her f ilm was selected by the Union of 
Chambers of Turkish Engineers and 

Architects to be shown during the 16th 
Istanbul International Architecture 
and Urban Film Festival in October 
2022. We congratulate Dr. Çaşkurlu 
on her achievement.

improve teaching practices for students 
from diverse backgrounds.
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In Memoriam

Prof. Şenol 
Utku 
A graduate of Istanbul Technical University in 1954, Senol Utku earned his graduate 
degrees from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (S.M. in 1959 and Sc.D. in 
1960). After holding teaching positions at Middle East Technical University (METU) 
and Istanbul Technical University, he joined the Jet Propulsion Laboratory as a senior 
research engineer in 1965. In 1970, he joined the Duke Department of Civil Engineering, 
and by 1979 was a full professor with a secondary appointment in computer science. Prof. 
Utku came to teach at METU with a Fulbright Senior Lecturer Grant in 1997-1998. Upon 
his retirement, the Duke University Civil and Environmental Engineering Department 
honored Prof. Utku by naming annual awards in his name.  A fellow in the American 
Society of Civil Engineers, Utku authored nine books, and published over 60 widely 
referred to articles. He passed away on March 30, 2022.

Prof. Dru 
Gladney 
A professor of anthropology at Pomona College, Prof. Gladney authored four books 
and more than 100 academic articles and book chapters on topics spanning the 
Asian continent. He previously held faculty positions or post-doctoral positions at 
Harvard University; the University of Southern California; Kings College, Cambridge; 
and Princeton University.

Gladney focused his research on ethnic and cultural nationalism in Asia, specializing 
in the peoples, politics, and cultures of the Silk Road and Muslim Chinese (or Hui). A 
two-time Fulbright Research Scholar to China and Türkiye (came to Boğaziçi University 
as a senior researcher in 1992-93), he conducted long-term field research in Western 
China, Central Asia, and Türkiye. The results of his work have been featured on CNN, 
BBC, Voice of America, National Public Radio, al-Jazeerah, and in Newsweek, Time, The 
Washington Post, International Herald Tribune, Los Angeles Times and The New York 
Times. He passed away on March 17, 2022.

Balkan Naci İslimyeli studied painting at Marmara University, went to Salzburg in 1975 to 
study lithography with a scholarship from the Austrian Government, and later completed 
his Master’s degree in 1977. With a scholarship from the Italian government, he worked 
for two years at the Florence Academy of Fine Arts. After receiving his Ph.D. with a 
Fulbright grant he won in 1990, he continued his studies at the Faculty of Fine Arts at New 
York University. Prof. İslimyeli wrote art books as well as poetry and stories, which were 
published in various magazines. İslimyeli had a painting studio in his name at Marmara 
University and later taught at Işık University until his death on April, 14, 2022.

Prof. Balkan 
Naci İslimyeli

A graduate of the Middle East Technical University and Hacettepe University, Prof. 
Mutlu studied chemical engineering. He later began concentrating his research on 
biosensors, nano biosensors, plasma technologies, electrospinning, modification of 
biomaterials and applications, plasma sterilization and detoxification, and medical 
textiles, and started his research lab, “Plasma Aided Biomedical Research Group.” He 
spent most of his academic career at Hacettepe University, where he won a Fulbright 
grant to conduct research in Food Engineering at the University of Wisconsin, Madison. 
He taught at TOBB ETU and Ostim Universities after he retired from Hacettepe. He 
passed away in May 2022.

Prof. Mehmet 
Mutlu



Mr Uysal studied law at Istanbul University and won a Fulbright grant to get his Master’s 
in Comparative Law at Southern Methodist University, Texas in 1959-1960. He then 
built his career representing Turkish state agencies buying from and selling to foreign 
corporations, undertaking collective bargaining agreements with labor unions, and 
resolving legal disputes locally and internationally. He also founded a textile business 
which did business internationally. He passed away on March 20, 2022.

Mr. Mehmet 
Kaya Uysal

Franz Anderson received his B.A. in Geology from Ohio Wesleyan University, his M.S. 
in Geology from Northwestern, and his Ph.D. in Oceanography from the University of 
Washington. He was a professor of Oceanography at The University of New Hampshire 
for 34 years. In 1973-1974, with his Fulbright grant, he came to Ege University as a 
Senior Researcher of Oceanography. He authored a college textbook “Introductory 
Oceanography” which is still used in some universities today. He passed away on March 
30, 2022.

Prof. Franz  
E. Anderson 

Ms. Uçaryılmaz Metin, a graduate of the Molecular Biology and Genetics department 
at Boğaziçi University, received her Master’s in Cellular and Molecular Medicine from 
Koç University and won a Fulbright Ph.D. Grant for 2022-2023 to study at Rutgers-The 
State University of New Jersey. We are deeply saddened by her death on July 10, at the 
end of a multi-year battle with cancer. 

Ms. Cemre 
Uçaryılmaz Metin

Ms. Nancy 
Milford 
Nancy Milford was an American biographer who was noted for her biographies on 
Zelda Fitzgerald and Edna St. Vincent Millay. Milford studied English at the University 
of Michigan, graduating with a bachelor's degree in 1959. After a one-year sojourn in 
Europe, she undertook postgraduate studies at Columbia University, obtaining a master's 
degree in 1964 and a Doctor of Philosophy in 1972. Nancy Milford was a two-time Fulbright 
grant recipient to Boğaziçi University, in 1995-96 and 1998-99 as a Lecturer of American 
Literature. She passed away on March 29, 2022.

After graduating from İstanbul University, Rona Aybay won a Fulbright grant in 1963-
64, going to Columbia University for his Master’s Degree in Comparative Law and 
specializing in Political Parties. After becoming a full professor in 1980, he assumed 
administrative and managerial positions at Middle East Technical University, and later 
Ankara University. He took on high-ranking roles in the Turkish Bars Associations, and 
wrote many books and articles -including his well-known Bibliography of Turkish Law, 
co-written with Prof. Server Tanilli. He passed away on May 5, 2022.

Prof. Rona 
Aybay
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An Inspiring Story

Dr. Susanna Hoffman
Could you talk about yourself, and your childhood within the 
family culture you were brought up in? Were there any people 
and events that influenced you?

I grew up in Denver, Colorado, was the third generation there. I 
went to the same school as my father. Of course, being so close to 
the Rockies made me a mountain person. I’m half Mediterranean 
Jewish, and half Scandinavian. My father was the City Attorney of 
Denver. He had come from complete poverty; having been sent 
on a cattle car to the University of Chicago, when he was sixteen. 
He spoke four languages, English, Yiddish, German, and Hebrew. 
My mother spoke a couple of languages as well.

Mine was a very bookish house. My mother would complain that 
she could never see anyone’s face! There was a great emphasis on 
History - my sister and I would play Greeks and Romans with our 
dolls! We also listened to and collected a lot of music, of every kind: 
Classical European Music, folk music, operas, folk operas, musical 
comedies, sea shanties… I have a funny memory of walking into 
an Irish pub with my Irish boyfriend, and it was I who knew all 
the songs!

It was a closed off family. My father chose not to live with his ethnic 
group, and we lived in a working-class neighborhood - around us 
were plumbers and electricians. I graduated high school when 
I was sixteen, having skipped two grades, and then arguments 
were carried out as to where I was going to university. My father 
wanted me close, wanted me in Boulder, University of Colorado. 
I argued that Berkeley started with a “B” as well! I already knew I 
wanted to become an anthropologist.

What was the reason that you wanted to study anthropology?

I think partly because my family was diverse. I sometimes say that 
to study psychology, you’re looking at “who you are”; but I was 
asking the question “what am I?”, which led me to anthropology.

It was clear that there were two different cultures in my family; 
one side of my family was quipping and full of humor, while the 
other side barely spoke. 

The city I lived in, Denver, was still part of the “Wild West” in the 
fifties. There was a section of the city where there were cowboys, 
and where in the past there had been a lot of cowboy events, 
shootings and robberies; and there were also Native American 
schools. The business section was full of people from different 
cultures. Denver itself was full of Jews and Greeks and Armenians, 
because it was a merchant capital. I would often visit those places 
and was very curious as to what made all these people so different, 

and what made me different, why I was marginal. It took years for 
me to embrace it, and now I love it, because I can touch so many 
groups and just be on the periphery, and not get sucked into a 
single culture. 

I decided when I was fourteen that I was going to become an 
anthropologist and a dancer, and I did both. I danced up until I 
was in my early forties – I was even in a Modern Dance company 
for a while – but I was never going to be a star! But I knew from 
the beginning that I was going to be an anthropologist. 

My father, on the side, would write about Western History – 
the Indian trails, the cowboy camps, heroes, Western events. 
I remember saying to him that to study the history and 
anthropology of the American West was to study the history of 
only 150 years, and that I was in for a little more depth. My father 
wanted me to study a “hard” science, not a “soft” science. So, I did 
a minor in Physics, by the way. 

My mother had been the Head Nurse of Cook County Hospital 
in Chicago. My father had told her that he had a law degree and 

"I love anthropology, it is cutting 
edge, especially in disaster 
studies. A lot of world problems 
that happened, ended up in 
f iascos, because people don’t 
understand the depth of culture."



At that time, Lévi-Strauss and structural anthropology was very 
popular, but all his studies were about isolated societies. They 
were discussing aspects of the human mind. I thought if that was 
how the human mind worked, then it must be the same in other 
civilized societies with long histories. I had the choice of studying 
China, or India or Europe. I decided I would do Europe, and study 
European culture. I picked Greece, because it was considered 
the fountain of Indo-European society; although it’s not exactly 
where the Indo-Europeans came from. I went to the island of 
Santorini, because it had the earliest Greek writing. So, I had that 
background of being pretty deeply knowledgeable of theories of 
looking at things. 

Then the Oakland Firestorm happened, and I lost absolutely 
everything, including all my fieldwork. I had three copies of my 
work in three different places in my house, one in the basement, 
one in my office, and one in the freezer. I had anticipated that we 
could have a disaster; we knew about them. But I never thought 
a disaster would completely destroy everything.  The refrigerator 
was a puddle- there was nothing left. The car melted down. The 
fire was over 2000°F. But instead of jumping into recovery like 
everybody else was, I began to see that religious practices were 
springing up, and family and kinship came in, a new political 
agenda arose, and new groups were founded. I thought this was 
as close to a laboratory as a social scientist ever gets. So, I began 
to write about it.                                                                                                                        

The first article came out in the journal PTSD, and I went looking 
to see if anybody had ever studied anthropology in disasters. 
I found Anthony Oliver Smith at an Anthropology meeting, 
introduced myself and told him what I was writing about and 
what I’d been through. He had written Martyred City, about the 
avalanche that killed about 25,000 people in four minutes after 
an earthquake in Peru. He said he always wanted to write a book 
about anthropology of disasters, but didn’t have the energy. I said, 
“you just met the energy!” And that’s how it started, and “The 
Angry Earth” was the first of the books we wrote/edited. 

Are you happy with choosing the path you did? Your field of 
study and practice? And your specialization in Disasters? 

Yes, I’m extremely happy. 

The high school I went to was one of the best in the country, 
and when I graduated, I felt I had received a fabulous education. 
But Berkeley was unbelievable.  I knew I had to get a broad 
background, so I took everything I could: geology, geography, 
physics, dance, art history, music history, everything that Berkeley 
could offer. 

I love anthropology, it is cutting edge, especially in disaster studies. 
A lot of world problems that happened, ended up in fiascos, 
because people don’t understand the depth of culture. 

I love being an anthropologist, I don’t think I’ll ever quit being 
one. When you have that depth of training, you are always 
an anthropologist, and looking around, asking “what is the 
pattern here?” What are people thinking and feeling? What’s 
their motivation? What is the local knowledge? What’s their 
perceptions? How do they see space? Time? How do they hear? 
How are kinships? Who is the real authority in the family? The 
government, or the grandfather? You do anthropology in and out 
of the day, constantly. 

Could you share the story about how you turned to studying 
disasters?

I was essentially a theoretical anthropologist. I like the theoretical 
side of anthropology and consider myself a theoretician. I am a 
data-based writer and analyst. 

Pictured: Susanna Hoffman at the age of 8

Pictured:  The remains of Susanna Hoffman's house after the Oakland 
Firestorm

"I had anticipated that we could have 
a disaster; we knew about them. 
But I never thought a disaster would 
completely destroy everything."

could earn their living, and that she would never have to work 
again – but she was really smart. She was just reserved and quiet. 
All four of my grandparents were immigrants; all of their children 
went through higher education. 
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"A disaster is like a laboratory 
to study anthropology, you see 
everything happening among 
the survivors... you meet people 
who deny all risk, and people who 
see risks that aren’t even there."

A disaster is like a laboratory to study anthropology, you see 
everything happening among the survivors. When you really get 
into the analysis of risks, how they see risks, and why – you meet 
people who deny all risk, and people who see risks that aren’t even 
there. Most people see some risk, as in California, where they are 
prepared for earthquakes, and totally deny fire, and flood and 
mudslides. And they’ve been burning up for a decade now. 

Another example was a young woman in a village I was working 
in Greece. She wanted to know what I did and I explained to her 
what I was doing; and when I finished telling her she said “thank 
goodness we don’t have any problems like that here.” We were 
in Santorini, basically an active volcano, that had last erupted in 
1950 and had a major earthquake and tsunami in 1956, where the 
whole village was destroyed in her mother’s lifetime; and she saw 
no risks at all!

Could you talk about your grant period? How did you decide to 
apply for the Fulbright Program? What did you do? Where did 
you travel? Were you able to achieve what you had planned 
to do?

I think I was able to do what few grantees could do – get Greece 
and Türkiye to work together. 

I don’t remember where I saw the advertisement for the new 
initiative, after the earthquakes in both Greece and Türkiye, for a 
Fulbright to work with the two countries. When I saw it, I thought 
it was perfect for what I do. I thought I wouldn’t get it because I 
had left academia although I was a tenured professor.  I had two 
small children. I was raising alone, was teaching, and had book 
contracts, so I was writing – so academia became impossible. 
Writing allowed me to be home. When I look back, I realize I was 
a risk taker and that I take leaps. 

When I applied, I took a leap, and I was awarded with the first 
Aegean Initiative. The topic was going to be earthquakes. I worked 
with several universities. It started out in Greece for 4-5 months, 
and 4-5 months in Türkiye. 

I had already been to Türkiye about ten times; I was familiar with 
the country and loved it. But just before Fulbright started, 9/11 
happened. I was in a store buying groceries in a village in Greece, 
and the owner told me about it, so that is how I learned about it. 
A lot of possibilities of teaching at different universities in both 
countries were eliminated because of the travel problems and 
political problems that followed. But I was able to give lectures 
at several universities in Athens, Mytilene in Lesbos, and other 
places. And just then, the United Nations decided to write the first 

statement on Women and Disasters. That took place in Istanbul, 
so I was one of the people who wrote that first statement on 
Women and Disasters.  In Türkiye, I taught at Boğaziçi, Ankara, 
and Antalya – but I did not get to the East as I wanted to. 

What I was able to accomplish there was a conference I organized 
in Istanbul, through Boğaziçi, and got both Greek and Turkish 
scholars together for a couple of days. There were scientists, 
like the seismologists, climatologists, then engineers, mostly 
structural engineers – as that is one of Türkiye’s major problems. 
Then we had city planners from both countries. Next came 
sociologists and anthropologists; and lastly the outreach and aid 
people. And everybody attended the conference. 

I am just sad that in time this initiative slowly dissipated and 
did not hold. And Istanbul is so structurally unprepared for the 
massive earthquake that is expected.

What kind of memories do you have of your time in Türkiye? The 
people? Life here? Traffic here? Where did you stay?

Oh, the winter I spent here, there were eleven snowstorms, so I 
can say a lot about the traffic in Istanbul. There is not a single car 
that can go uphill in a snowstorm in the city!

I think the people are wonderful. The food is absolutely wonderful. 

As for accommodation, a friend offered her apartment on the 
Asian side; I realized that was too difficult to commute to Boğaziçi. 
I looked at some other apartments on the European side. And 
then, because of 9/11, there was no tourism; so, the hotel I was 
staying at offered me a two-room suite, for something like $25 a 
night. It was right on İstiklal Street, close to Anatolian Restaurant, 
with all its eggplant dishes that I loved. Only, the smoking really 
got to me, I couldn’t breathe in restaurants. 

Pictured: Susanna Hoffman on a volcano during one of her fieldworks

Pictured: Susanna Hoffman with Turkish and Greek Scholars during a 
conference in İstanbul



"So, I would encourage people to 
get involved in Disaster Studies, 
partly because it is a study of human 
existence. We do not ever say there 
is a natural disaster; there is no such 
thing as a natural disaster. They are 
all human caused, at one level or 
another."

I made a number of friends, not only in academia, but the hotel 
owner, shop owners, others I met and many who helped me. I met 
Marla Petal, who works in disaster preparation, and I had a lovely 
time. There was always something entertaining and worthwhile 
to write about. 

What advice would you give to young academics who wanted 
to study disaster anthropology, what would you tell them?

I would tell them that is a critical need right now. Disasters have 
become more severe with climate change, with more magnitude 
and becoming more frequent. About eighty million people are 
displaced every year now, not just from disasters alone, but from 
climate change; and constant development presents more risk 
in places like Istanbul, for example; and also conflict of course. 
Almost all of the treatment of disaster recovery, analysis and 
preparation, and understanding, has been shady and a bit of a 
fiasco, largely because there is no understanding of the depth of 
culture, and such issues as risk. 

At first there were just a few people who were doing this; Anthony 
Oliver Smith, me, Gregory Button. Then there was a second wave 
of disaster anthropologists such as Mark Schuller, Roberto Barrios; 
and now there is a tidal wave. 

I also started two Commissions; the first was the Society for 
Applied Anthropology; and I organized 22 panels and more than 
100 presentations for this group, and it became a permanent 
commission. Then I was asked to do the same for the International 
Union of Anthropological and Ethnographic Science, and I still 
lead it. Hundreds of presentations are organized every year, several 
books are getting out.  

So, I would encourage people to get involved in Disaster Studies, 
partly because it is a study of human existence. 

We do not ever say there is a natural disaster; there is no such 
thing as a natural disaster. They are all human caused, at one level 
or another. So, at its root, it is a human problem. I think the cutting 
edge of Disaster Studies right now, is the whole element of local 
knowledge, its incorporation into the theory, and the depth of 
understanding coming out of Disaster Studies. 

Now, in Europe they are using anthropologists far more, in almost 
every disaster situation. 

I have a book coming out about Displacement and Resettlement; 
I completed another one in February, about Climate Change. It is 
all about local knowledge and local solutions. The problems that 
come out after disasters have to be solved locally. The great edicts 
from governments practically get us nowhere. 

In short, I would encourage any aspiring anthropologist to look at 
disaster studies, look at gender issues, kinship issues, the structure 
of the society, the political agendas that arise, the new allegiances 
and associations. It is a laboratory, and also the solution. 

The next thing I would say is, as much as we are a data based social 
science, and do the field work – we need to step back and look 
at the universals, start to see where there are patterns. Because 
we are not going to get anywhere unless leaps of understanding 
take place. I am a great believer in deduction; induction doesn’t 
allow us to take leaps. Deduction provides us deep underlying 
understanding. Even if you have all data from a village in Ecuador, 
or a village in Syria, step back, look at what same patterns there 
are with other places, or with other people, and start to analyze 
what is going on, look for the overarching factors and knowledge. I 
believe progress would be made if we did that. A single individual, 
data-based study is lovely; but it won’t move us ahead. 

And that is what governments, administrations want to hear, on 
the local, country, national, or international level; not only what one 
village did. When disasters hit, even if it is the same disaster as in 
another place, it will be different with the perception of risk, what 
the authorities say, what the ties are, what the work association 
they are a part of say – as in South America, for example. 

So, step back, see the patterns, start working on the universals, 
for the overarching factors. 

What do you think are your best works? The works that give 
you the most satisfaction?  Your happiest times in your work?

I love my colleagues; they have become my best friends. I am really 
happy when I am with them, joking, lifting each other up. Ours 
really is a depressing field!

It may not be obvious, but I am an introvert, I love being by myself. 
I also love speaking to people. I have absolutely no fear of talking 
to thousands of people. But if you take me to a party, I will be 
plastered on the wall in the kitchen. 

So, I love communicating what I do. I think it’s important, I like 
talking about it, writing about it. The fact that people are reading 
what I work on, and some of my works are best sellers – this is so 
gratifying. 



18

American Programs

universities throughout Türkiye. This 
academic year we have two grantees 
for the Fulbright Greece-Türkiye Joint 
Research Award. One of them started 
her research at Boğaziçi University in 
Istanbul in September. We wish our 
grantees a productive, exciting and 
successful academic year in Türkiye.

Turkish universities are encouraged to 

American Programs welcomed grantees 
for the 2022-2023 academic year from 
different categories. Four Senior Scholars, 
five Student Researchers and 19 English 
Teaching Assistants started teaching 
and conducting research at universities 
and research centers in September. Two 
of our Senior Scholars are expected to 
arrive next semester.  Our ETAs have been 
placed in 13 different developing state 

host U.S. scholars and students on their 
campuses in different grant categories 
offered by the American Programs Unit 
of our Commission. The application 
deadline and requirements for each 
program differ. Universities interested in 
hosting a scholar or a student can always 
contact the American Programs at 
amprog@fulbright.org.tr for information.

Pictured (above): 2021-2022 Cohort with our Board 
Members

The meeting provided grantees the 
opportunity to share their professional, 
cultural, and personal experiences in 
Türkiye and to evaluate their overall 

Fulbright experience. All grantees made 
presentations about their experiences 
and academic work carried out at their 
host institutions.

Pictured (below right and left): 2021-2022 Cohort 
during the evaluation meeting and group dinner

In-Person Again After Two Years: The 2021-2022 Academic Year 
Final Evaluation Meeting in Çeşme

The Final Evaluation Meeting for U.S. 
Grantees for the 2021-2022 academic 
year was held in person in Çeşme, İzmir 
between June 9-12. U.S. Scholar program 
grantees as well as U.S. Student Researcher, 
Fulbright/Turkish Universities Masters, 
and ETA program grantees attended 
the meeting. This was the first in-person 
meeting since the outbreak of the COVID-
19 pandemic. Our Board Members and 
Commission staff were also present. The 
Final Evaluation Meeting was kicked 
off with the welcoming remarks by our 
Executive Director, Prof. Ersel Aydınlı, and 
former U.S. Consular General, Ms. Daria 
Darnell.



Pictured (right):  
U.S. Scholar Webinar

Pictured ( far above right and below right): 
ETA and U.S. Student Webinars

Webinar Series 
with the 2022-2023 

Academic Year 
Grantees

A series of webinars were organized for 
U.S. Student/Scholar, ETA, and Master’s 
grantees f rom mid-May through late 
July. The grantees were informed 
about their programs, the rules and 
regulations, visa procedures, ticket 
arrangements, the initial orientation 
meeting, f inancial aspects of the 
programs and the online Turkish classes.

A memorable moment was when Ms. 
Savanna Lim, ETA grantee placed in 
Alanya, played the ukulele and sang the 
song she composed for her Fulbright 
year (above). Participants also enjoyed a 
cultural excursion to old Greek houses 
and the ancient city of Erythrae. Grantees 
thanked the Commission for organizing 
the meeting in-person as grantees came 
together for the very f irst time. The 
meeting ended with a group dinner near 
the hotel.

Pictured (above and below right):  
Group photos  at  Çeşme and  at the site of Erythrae
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A month-long online Turkish class was 
offered to the 2022-2023 academic year 
grantees. While complete beginners 
acquired essential and survival Turkish, 

Pre-Arrival Turkish 
Lessons for Grantees 

in August 2022

those with preliminary Turkish had the 
chance to practice and improve their 
speaking skills. 

Pictured (left):  
A1 level grantees in their grammar session

Pictured (right): 
A2 level grantees in their speaking session

Welcome Reception 

The 2022-2023 cohort was invited to 
the welcoming reception hosted by 
the Deputy Chief of Mission, Mr. Scott 
M. Oudkirk. Our grantees and alumni 
had a chance to get together and create 
a professional network.

Initial Orientation 
Meeting with 

Grantees in 
September 2022

The second meeting took place between 
September 19 and 22. Nineteen ETAs 
placed in İzmir, Muğla, Isparta, Uşak, 
Ankara, Bartın, Hatay, Kayseri, Sivas, 
Trabzon, and Erzurum participated. 
Prof. Ersel Aydınlı, Executive Director of 
the Turkish Fulbright Commission and 
Ms. Viraj LeBailly, Counselor for Public 
Affairs at the U.S. Embassy, welcomed 
the grantees and off icially commenced 
the meeting, which included various 
sessions conducted by program staff, 

off icials f rom the U.S. Embassy, alumni 
and scholars in different academic 
f ields.

The meetings provided grantees 
the opportunity to participate in 
presentations and lessons on Turkish 
language, culture, history, politics, and 
education. The meetings ended with 
cultural trips to Anıtkabir, the Museum 
of Anatolian Civilizations, and Ankara 
Castle.

The Initial Orientation Meetings for 
the 2022-2023 academic year grantees 
were held in person in Ankara. The f irst 
meeting took place between September 
14 and 16. Four Senior Scholars, six 
Student Researchers, and f ive Master’s 
Grantees placed in  Ankara, İstanbul, 
and Çanakkale attended this meeting. 

Pictured (left):  
A group photo with Senior Scholars, Student 

Researchers, and Master’s Grantees
Pictured (right): 

A group photo with ETAs



ELT Sessions with 
ETAs

Our ETA grantees received English 
Language Teaching (ELT) trainings on 
September 21, 2022. These ELT sessions 
started with U.S. Deputy Assistant 
Secretary for Academic Programs, 
Mr. Ethan Rosenzweig’s welcoming 
remarks.  The sessions continued 
with U.S. Embassy Regional English 
Language Off icer Mr. Roger Cohen’s 
presentation on available resources 
for English teachers.  A series of 
presentations on English Education 
in Türkiye, Lesson Planning, Critical 
Thinking Activities,  and Teaching 
Vocabulary were conducted by experts 

f rom different institutions, which 
provided grantees with methods and 
tools for making the most out of their 
teaching experience.

Pictured (left):  
A group photo of ETAs with U.S. Deputy Assistant 
Secretary for Academic Programs at the Bureau 
of Educational and Cultural Affairs, Mr. Ethan 
Rosenzweig

Prof. Ersel Aydınlı's 
Site Visit to Urla – 

İzmir

Prof. Aydınlı visited 2022-2023 ETAs 
Cecilia Lucia Gema Mabilais-Estevez 
and Helen Jane Kemprecos placed at 
Muğla Sıtkı Koçman University. The 
three enjoyed lunch at "Türkevi", a great 
restaurant on campus. 

Prof. Ersel Aydınlı's 
Site Visit to Muğla

Pictured (left): 
Prof. Aydınlı with Cecilia on the left and Helen on the 

right in front of Türkevi
Pictured (right):  

Prof. Dr Aydınlı queuing for lunch with Helen and 
Cecilia.  

Prof. Aydınlı visited ETA Hailey Elizabeth 
Hall  placed at Izmir Technology 
Institute. They had a wonderful brunch 
by the seaside.  

Pictured (left): 
Prof. Dr. Aydınlı with Hailey in Urla

Pictured (right):  
Prof. Aydınlı and Hailey with a furry witness to the 

get-together!  
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Prof. Aydınlı visited ETA Hamad Ahmad 
Khan at Uşak University. They had a 
traditional lunch in the city center. The 
food was great and the weather was 
beautiful! 

Pictured: Prof. Aydınlı and Hamad Ahmad Khan in 
front of the restaurant on one of the main streets of 
Uşak

Prof. Ersel Aydınlı's 
Site Visit to Uşak

Pictured: Prof. Ersel Aydınlı and Hamad Ahmad Khan 
enjoyed lunch together

Five of our grantees attended the 
Thanksgiving Lunch hosted by U.S. 
Ambassador to Türkiye Jeff ry Flake and 
his wife. Three of our grantees, Senior 
Lecturer Prof. Şenel Poyrazli, Master’s 
Grantee Jonathan Colladay Roberts, 
and ETA Program Assistant Anna 
Gerda South live in Ankara, and two 
ETAs traveled to the city for the event – 
Molly Patricia O’Shea f rom Isparta, and 
Hamad Ahmad Khan from Uşak. Guests 
brought dishes for the potluck event, 
and the Flake residence provided (and 
carved!) the turkey. During the lunch, 
guests f rom the U.S. embassies and 
consulates were invited to share what 
they were thankful for this year, while 
living overseas. Pictured (L-R):  Jonathan Colladay Roberts, Anna Gerda South, Hamad Ahmad Khan, Ambassador Jeffry 

Flake, and Molly Patricia O’Shea 

Thanksgiving Lunch at Ankara Chief Mission Residence

A seminar based on research to school counselors in Şanlıurfa

Dr. Şenel Poyrazlı, a 20212-2023 Fulbright 
senior scholar, presented a seminar 
based on her research to a group of close 
to 500 school counselors working in the 
city of Şanlıurfa, located in southeast 
Türkiye. Recognizing her research 
expertise, she was invited to present 
a seminar to all school counselors 
employed by the Turkish government 
and working in this particular city. The 
topic of the seminar was how to provide 
multiculturally sensitive psychological 
help and the negative effects of 
microaggressions on the counseling and 
therapy processes.

Pictured : October 11 2022 Workshop by Senel Poyrazli Pictured : Sanliurfa seminar and workshop 
presentation



‘’Trabzgiving’’: ETA 
Thanksgiving in 

Trabzon 

Sixteen ETAs gathered in Trabzon on 
Thanksgiving weekend, continuing an 
annual tradition of ‘ ’ETA Trabzgiving’’ 
that has taken place for several years. 
The ETAs teaching at Karadeniz 
Technical University, Isabelle Anne Davis 
and Mariam Ashraf Soliman, hosted the 
large gathering of ETAs f rom all across 
Türkiye. The ETAs explored Trabzon and 
Sümela Monastery, cooked homemade 
cinnamon rolls and mercimek köftesi, 
and shared stories f rom their host cities. 

Pictured:  ETAs on the way to Sümela Monastery 

Pictured (above left): ETAs in the Trabzon mountains 
Pictured (below left):  ETAs on their way to Sümela Monastery

Pictured (above right):  ETAs in front of the Trabzon city sign 
Pictured (below right):  Hatay ETA Spencer Lucas Hutchinson shares his 
homemade mercimek köftesi 
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Stacie Haen-Darden
2022-2023 Senior Lecturer 

Grantee
    College of DuPage, Illinois / 
Çanakkale 18 Mart University

experiences that opened my heart to the 
trust and compassion of humankind.

Rush hour and using the bus system in 
Çanakkale is not much different from 
the London tube's busy hours.  You 
are smashed so closely to your fellow 
commuters that it is hard to move.  My 
first morning taking the bus to work was 
no different.   As passengers, we were 
trying to suck in every inch of ourselves 
to allow the driver to get the doors closed.  
As soon as the doors closed, I found myself 
plastered to the KentKard scanner- the 
bus's automated fare collector.  

Those individuals who had squeezed in 
through the open back door of the bus 
started to pass their KentKards and credit 
cards to the front after we pulled away 
from the stop. Before I knew it, I found 
myself at the end of the passing chain, 
and was left with a handful of random 
cards.  Looking around, I realized that it had 
become my duty to scan each of the cards 
and pass them back to be distributed to 
their rightful owners.  

With barely mobile, compressed limbs, I 
did just this and soon found myself with 
a credit card that would not scan, no 
matter what I tried.  The bus driver yelled 
something at me, to which I replied, "Fazla 
Türkçe bilmiyorum.” (Translation: I do not 
know much Turkish.) He then yelled to 
the back of the bus that the card was not 
working and motioned to me that I should 

pass it back.  Which I promptly did.  To my 
surprise, another young woman passed 
her credit card back up to the front of the 
bus to pay for the fare of the student with 
the defective card.  

As I begin to fulfill my Fulbright Senior 
Lecturer duties, I am learning that there is 
so much to appreciate from my crowded 
bus rides to ÇOMÜ.  First, being surrounded 
by a trusting community, who also so easily 
and blindly trusted me, cemented my 
feeling of belonging and engagement.  I 
realized that I had just become a part of 
something much bigger than myself.  

Second, it showed me that where others 
may be irritated and drained from the 
tight quarters of a rush hour bus ride, this 
group of people remained empathetic and 
connected.  Their actions demonstrated 
to me a sense of happiness that is gained 
when a circle of individuals chooses a 
mindset that cultivates compassion- it 
is not just us in this world; we are in this 
together.

Lastly, there is strength and wisdom 
gained from living abroad.  Being willing 
to move out of our comfort zones may 
provide us a pathway to experience small 
gestures of universal altruism in places we 
would least expect. All it takes is for each 
of us to go out and try something new 
while valuing small acts of kindness and 
the rippling impact it has on our own lives 
and all of the other lives within our world.

Pictured: Bus headed to ÇOMÜ

"A Bus Ride To Çanakkale Onsekiz Mart University (ÇOMÜ)"

"Uşak Fulbrighters Past and Present Building the International Community"

Stories from U.S. Grantees

Upon arrival to Uşak, I was fascinated to 
learn that the Rector at Uşak University, 
Prof. Dr. Ekrem Savaş, is a Fulbright 
Alumnus. For me, this was a remarkable 
situation. As a renewal grantee and 
building off my past experiences, I am 
further assured that I have earned a greater 
opportunity to positively affect Turkish 
society. The Fulbright Program began with 
the aim to enhance mutual understanding 
and encourage individuals and nations to 

work together towards common goals. 
My certainty to continue the efforts in 
fostering mutual understanding will be 
enlarged by learning from Prof. Dr. Savaş’s 
transforming experiences and ability to 
be culturally engaged living in the United 
States. Prof. Dr. Ekrem Savaş was selected 
to pursue his Fulbright scholarship in 2003 
and 2004 and went to Indiana 
University as a Visiting Professor.

On this day, my colleague, 
Fulbrighter Kelly Gillespie, and I 
had the unique opportunity to 
join Prof. Dr. Savaş for ziyaret (a 
visit). During our discussions over 
a variety of topics, such as life in 
Türkiye, traveling voyages and 
history; I would catch myself being 
grateful for having an opportunity 
to further learn about how the 
Fulbright mission is impacted in 
both ways: The U.S. to Türkiye, and 
Türkiye to the U.S. So far this year in 
Uşak has been met with character 
building situations and positive 

Pictured:  
Hamad with Prof. Dr. Ekrem Savaş, Rector of 

Uşak University and Fulbright alumnus

Hamad Ahmad Khan 
2022-2023 Renewal ETA 

Grantee

impactful moments, and I am excited at 
the prospect of continuing to learn and 
teach in Türkiye. In addition, this time 
with the extraordinary guidance from a 
Fulbright Alumnus, with who’s expert 
advice will be able to enhance my ability 
to engage with the Turkish community! It 
is truly an honor.

I have visited cities from London to Beijing, 
and I continue to be amazed every time 
my eyes are opened to see the beauty in 
humanity.  Let me share with you one of 
these occurrences that recently happened 
during my third week as a Fulbright 
Scholar - Because on this day, I sincerely 
felt like riding the Çanakkale C1 bus to the 
ÇOMÜ campus was one of those amazing 

 University of Houston, Texas / 
Uşak University
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Pre-Departure Orientations for the 2022-2023 Academic Year Grants

Pictured (above right): 2022-2023 Student Core 
Program and VSR Program grantees at the 
Pre-Departure Orientation held at Divan Hotel 
in Ankara 

Pictured (left) 2022-2023 Postdoctoral Program 
and Visiting Scholar Program grantees at 
the Pre-Departure Orientation held at the 
Commission’s Head Office in Ankara

We were also delighted to host the 2022-2023 
postdoctoral and senior scholar grantees at the 
Commission’s own offices on July 27, 2022.

We said our goodbyes to the outgoing 
grantees who started their programs in the 
United States with the start of the fall 2022 
semester. 

In a busy event calendar, we started with virtual 
orientations for the Hubert H. Humphrey 
Fellowship Program and the Community 
College Initiative (CCI) Program cohorts 
before resuming in-person orientations 
for the Student Core Program and Visiting 
Student Researcher (VSR) cohorts as COVID-
19 pandemic measures eased.

Pictured above left): 2022-2023 Community 
College Initiative (CCI) Program grantees at the 
virtual Pre-Departure Orientation

Initial Orientations for the 2023-2024 Academic Year Grants
Orientations for newly-selected candidates 
for the 2023-2024 Student Core Program 
and Foreign Language Teaching Assistant 
(FLTA) Program started right after the 
previous year’s grantees left for new 
pastures. 

While the event for the Master’s and 
PhD grant candidates was held virtually 
due their high number, the orientation 
for the FLTA candidates was held at the 
Commission on November 2, 2022.

Pictured: 2023-2024 Student Core Program 
candidates at the virtual Initial Orientation

Pictured (above right): 2023-2024 FLTA Program 
candidates at the Initial Orientation held at the 
Commission’s Head Office in Ankara

Application Period for the 2023-2024 Grants

The application deadline for the 

2024-2025 Student Core Program is  March 8, 2023
Please visit the Commission’s official  

website for more information:

www.fulbright.org.tr
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Assoc. Prof. Hasan Gül, a 2021-2022 academic 
year Visiting Scholar Program grantee 
affiliated with University of Minnesota, was 
granted an Outreach Lecturing Fund (OLF) 
by the Fulbright Program for a host visit 
at California State University-Fresno from 
September 26 to September 30, 2022. Prof. Gül 
was involved with creating a complex program 
including courses for undergraduate students 
(International Economics, Agriculture and 
Food Policy and Macroeconomics), and 
seminars for faculty members (The Role of 
Circular Economy in Agritourism). While there, 
he was also given a University Farm Tour to 
see their products, crops, and agricultural 
techniques.

News from Our 
Turkish Fulbright 

Grantees

Stories from Our Turkish Fulbright Grantees

Atakan Burak Birbir
   2021-2022 Master’s Program 

Grantee
İstanbul Technical University, İstanbul / 

University of Pennsylvania

This summer I worked as a Teaching 
Assistant (TA) at Wharton Global Youth 
Program’s Essentials of Finance Summer 
Program. Every year, the program attracts 
hundreds of bright high school students 
from over 80 countries, and TAs assist 
f inance professors to explain f inancial 
concepts to these students.

After seeing students’ worried faces on 
the f irst day of the program, I realized 
that my duty at this program was not only 
teaching finance but also helping them to 
familiarize and find a space for themselves 
to express their true selves. In other words, I 
realized that my duty was to “be the person 
I needed when I was younger”.

Not long after the program started, I 
realized that the students in the program 
were indeed very bright and informed 
about finance, some of them even had 
their own investment portfolios; however, 
not all of them knew much about 

teamwork. During group workshops, 
there were many “I was right, and you 
were wrong.” moments which caused a 
lot of friction among certain students and 
pushed others to silence. I also struggled 
with teamwork in those years; however, 
after a few unsuccessful team projects, I 
finally found my path to becoming a leader.

I believe that leadership is an acquired 
skill, so I decided to help these students 
to f ind their own path to becoming 
great leaders and team players. Some 
students were more skilled at calculations 
than others, I tasked them with helping 
their peers; some were more creative 
but at times didn’t feel conf ident to 
express them, I made sure all ideas were 
acknowledged and implemented. After a 
while, students got used to working as a 
team and discovered the joy of working 
with their peers for a common goal. After 
the first session, I asked the professors to 
incorporate a quick leadership module into 
the curriculum.

As a Turkish Fulbrighter, I had a mission 
to introduce my culture and become a 
good representative of my society. So, I 
asked professors to add daily quiz sessions 
where I would have a space to inform 
students about Turkish Culture in a fun 
way. Students were really entertained and 

after learning about Türkiye’s capital, some 
even started calling me Ankara.

All in all, I had an incredible summer 
where I got to teach to and learn from 
bright, talented, creative high school 
students from all around the world. I had 
the opportunity to be a representative of 
my culture as a Turkish Fulbrighter and 
more importantly, become the role model 
I needed when I was their age.

"Being the Person I Needed When I Was Younger"

Pictured: Atakan (second from the left) with 
some of his students from Session 3, they were 
happy after completing the program with 
success



"Life Is a Beautiful 
Journey"

Seher Yüksel
2021-2022 Master’s Program 

Grantee
Koç University, İstanbul / Claremont 

Graduate University

It has been a year since I came to the 
United States. I remember last year around 
this time; I was still living in Türkiye’s time 
zone to maximize the conversation on the 
phone with my family and friends. Now, I 
realize how fast things are changing and 
how I have adapted more than I have ever 
imagined. Before my master’s program, 
I was working as Business Analyst at 
Yapikredi which is why my goal was to 
have a Fintech concentration during my 
studies. 

During the summer I had 
an internship at Orbillion, 
a company that produces 
meat for consumption 
from STEM cells in the lab, 
where I supported business 
development strategies. 
Also, I worked with Prof. 
Krist ine Kawamura to 
create a business pitch for 
her client with a patented 
product that aims to create 
a sustainable solution in the 
construction industry. All 
these experiences provided 
another dimension to my 
interest in topics such as 

Pictured: Seher (third from the left) at her first 
hiking event of Claremont Graduate University’s 
Hike-a-holics Student Club, which she founded

sustainability. That is why I am aiming for 
Sustainable Financial Technologies as my 
future career.

Besides academic and business 
experiences, I enjoy a lot in my social life 
too. I established a Student Social Club 
named ‘CGU Hike-a-holic’ where we go 
for hikes in the beautiful mountains of 
California. Additionally, I enrolled in a 200 
hours Yoga Teacher Training Program 
where I learned to teach various asanas, 
chakras, chanting and the philosophy of 
yoga. It is an incredible experience for me 
as it creates mental and physical strength.

I am very grateful to be a Fulbrighter. 
Fulbright is a great community that 
brings successful people together from 
various disciplines from all over the world. 
When I tell people that I am a Fulbright 
student I can see their perception change 
immediately. That is why I would like 
to thank everyone for supporting this 
program and making it a better program 
every day with their hard work.

Pictured: Eylül at Bretton Woods, Omni Mount 
Washington Resort, where NEPSA Conference 
took place

It has always been my dream to be an 
academic in my field, and I am delighted 
to say that my experience as a Master’s 
student at NYU contributed a lot to 
achieve that goal of mine. Apart from 
furnishing myself with the academic 
culture and curriculum throughout the 
year, I was able to participate and present 
my work in two academic conferences. 

Firstly, my proposal on “The Unbearable 
Heaviness of Existing: An Alternative 
Approach to Understand Anti-Immigrant 
Populism in Germany” was accepted 
by New York State Political Science 
Association (NYSPSA) and I presented 
my paper in the virtual 76th Annual 
Conference of the NYSPSA. Considering 
the comments that I received after 
presenting my proposal, I revised the 
same work for New England Political 
Science Association (NEPSA)’s 2022 
Annual Meeting, where I was also selected 
as a panel chair alongside my presenter 
role. From hearing wonderful comments 
from renowned professors to meeting 
new colleagues who were enthusiastic 
about various academic fields, the whole 

Eylül Begüm Sağlam
2021-2022 Master’s Program 

Grantee
Middle East Technical University, 

Ankara / New York University

conference was a memorable academic 
experience for me. In addition to that, 
the conference venue had an impressive 
historical importance: it was the hotel 
where The Bretton Woods Conference 
(1944) took place, in which new rules 
on international monetary system of 
post-World War II were decided by the 
delegates of 44 participant nations.  

Having participated in these two 
marvelous conferences, I am glad to 
share that I will also serve as a presenter, 
panel chair and discussant at 54th Annual 
Conference of Northeastern Political 
Science Association (NPSA) in November. 
While witnessing my own academic 
development and steps to achieve my 
goals, I cannot thank Fulbright enough 
for supporting my story. Looking forward 
to many more experiences!  
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Pictured: Off Campus Housing Availabilities Near 
the University of Florida. October, 2022.

you have to find someone to take over your 
lease either from pages such as Facebook 
marketplace or your circle and there are 
many people looking for a place during the 
whole year. One more thing is that you do 
not have to lease for the entire year, there 
are also short-term availabilities.

The map shows the apartments/rooms 
available even in October. I wish we had 
known earlier that we could f ind any 
subleased place anytime.

Accommodation is one of the priorities 
during our study abroad. The place where 
we live affects many things such as 
transportation, shopping, library visits, after-
school activities, and eating out. Therefore, 
we should choose our place carefully, also 
we shouldn’t worry about it, and shouldn’t 
rush to rent an apartment/room right after 
arriving in our cities. Here is our story to 

Melike Akkaya
2022-2023 Visiting Student 
Researcher (VSR) Program 

Grantee
İstanbul Technical University, İstanbul / 

University of Florida

“No, You Won’t Be 
Homeless! The 

Truths Behind the 
Apartment Hunt"

Hello, dear readers! I’m Faik, a law student at 
University of California – Los Angeles (UCLA) 
thanks to the Fulbright Program. Just last 
week, in early October, I had the chance 
to attend the biggest environmental law 
conference in the United States. Hosted 
by the California Lawyers Association, 
the 31st annual Yosemite Environmental 
Law Conference had the greatest minds 
working in environmental, land use, and 
natural resources law in one place for the 
four full days of its annual meeting! I had 
the pleasure of attending the conference 
with the Environmental Law Society and 
the Emmet Institute at UCLA Law. I was 
accompanied by Veronika and Unnur, two 
brilliant Fulbright scholars from Hungary 

Pictured: Faik (f irst f rom the right) at the 
conference venue with his fellow Fulbrighters, 
Unnur (Iceland) and Veronika (Hungary), taken 
on the last day before they made their way home

Faik Yetgin
2022-2023 Master’s Program 

Grantee
Ankara University, Ankara / University 

of California, Los Angeles

and Iceland respectively. Throughout 
the conference, we met some incredible 
people, including local politicians, climate 
activists, CEOs, and more.

I thoroughly enjoyed learning about 
how California was approaching its goals 
of phasing out natural gas in housing 
and all emissions in transportation, 
what corporations were doing to 
ensure integration of environmental 
and social causes in governance, and 
how lawyers balanced 
commercial interests 
and environmental 
impacts at the Port of 
Los Angeles, the biggest 
port in the United States. 
I must admit, however, 
that my absolute favorite 
part of these four days 
were the hikes we would 
have before and after 
the sessions with my 
newfound friends. I got 
to see the famed Half 
Dome and El Capitan in 
person, bask in the glory 
of ancient colossi at the 
Mariposa Grove of Giant 
Sequoias, and hike the 

"The Great American 
Outdoors"

famed Mist Trail. I call on everyone reading 
this to go and explore the wonderful 
national parks spread across the United 
States, as nowhere else is the beauty of the 
natural environment so well conserved yet 
so accessible.

convince you that you can find your perfect 
apartment/room even a couple of months 
after you arrive.

I started to look for an apartment around 
May, 3 months before we moved. I searched 
many websites, and called, emailed, or 
texted many leasing offices or landlords. 
However, it was so hard to trust them before 
seeing the apartment in person. Also, many 
offices and people did not reply to me. Since 
we didn’t have any friends or relatives to 
check the apartments for us, we found a 
temporary solution: renting the university 
conference housing for ten days. During 
these days we visited leasing offices of 
apartment complexes where we wanted 
to live. Here is the tricky part: do not trust 
the leasing offices either. They'll make you 
believe they don't have any other vacant 
flats, but they can get you one if you pay 
the deposit now. None of this is true, with 
exceptions. Anyway, we rushed to rent one 
of them and we realized the truth right 
after we moved in. The apartment was full 
of roaches! We tried to get rid of them but 
failed. Therefore, we implemented the ever-
ready solution: subleasing! With the same 
method, you can sublease your apartment/
room and find your next apartment. For this, 



I have been on sabbatical leave in Los 
Angeles (LA) for more than two months 
already. It was clear that f inding an 
apartment for a full year was going to be a 
challenge. That is why I booked a temporary 
furnished apartment close to Culver City 
for the first month. During my apartment 
search, I had to consider several important 
factors: distance to USC, neighborhood, 
laundry facilities, and hardwood flooring 
(due to my allergies). At the same time, I 
had figured that my temporary apartment 
was more than satisfactory in terms of 
these factors, in addition being furnished. 
I ended up extending my stay in the same 
apartment to the whole year since it was 
more affordable than some appealing 
options I could find in the market.

LA spans a very large area, and it has so 
much to offer for visitors. I could 
explore only a few neighborhoods 
so far; Westwood and Santa Monica 
are my favorites for walking around 
and getting work done in coffee 
shops. I’ve enjoyed trying different 
restaurants, especially Mexican and 
Chinese ones. When I miss Turkish 
food, I go to Nuka Cafe in Westwood; 
their food is amazing.

The traffic in LA is usually busy. My 
friends living here all suggested that 
I buy a car as my stay was sufficiently 
long. Having noticed that the rules 
for left/right turns and parking here 

Pictured: Prof. Ararat, right after an Uber ride 
ending at USC

Çağın Ararat
2022-2023 Fulbright Visiting 

Scholar Program Grantee
İ.D. Bilkent University, Ankara / 

University of Southern California

are quite different than those in Turkey, 
I wasn’t sure about driving in LA. I have 
been using Uber and Lyft for commuting 
to USC, which takes about 15-20 minutes. I 
might try public transportation to reduce 
my travel expenses in the coming months.

I traveled outside LA twice so far. On 
September 28, I went to Goleta (CA) to 
attend a workshop organized by the Center 
for Financial Mathematics and Actuarial 
Research (CFMAR) of the University of 
California, Santa Barbara. It was great to 
see some old friends and professors from 
Princeton University, where I had my PhD, 
as well as to meet new colleagues in my 
field. As I am writing this story on October 
19, I am on my way back from Indianapolis 
(IN), where I attended and gave a talk 
in the Annual Meeting of INFORMS 
(Institute for Operations Research and 
the Management Sciences). I have seen 
many of my former students from Bilkent 
University; some have recently started their 
PhDs in the U.S. while others are already in 
the job market.

We have less than an hour before landing. I 
am looking forward to getting back to work 
and continuing our projects on set-valued 
stochastic analysis with my colleagues at 
USC: Jin Ma (my host, professor), Jianfeng 
Zhang (professor), Melih İşeri (PhD student). 
I should also get prepared for my talk in the 
Probability and Statistics Seminar at USC 
next week.

Pictured: Prof. Aydogdu (fourth from the left with 
his baby daughter, Azra) at the welcome picnic 
organized by his research group in Atlanta

İbrahim Aydoğdu
2021-2022 Fulbright Visiting 

Scholar Program Grantee
Akdeniz University, Antalya / Georgia 

Institute of Technology

I first joined the host professor's Multiscale 
Systems Engineering research group. For 
this group, I made four presentations 
related to my current project (Flow 
Optimization of Turbocharger Turbines 
with the Space-Time Iso-geometric 
Analysis and Metaheuristics) and a new 
subject (Optimal Design of Truss and 
Frame Systems Using Bayesian and 
Meta-heuristic Optimization Techniques). 
In addition, I joined one research 
paper study. I have not completed my 
research, but I hope to complete it 
successfully within 6 months. I try to 
attend department seminars in which 
professors from other universities make 
presentations about their work. I meet 
new researchers and we brainstorm to 
come up with new research subjects.

"First Two Months in 
Los Angeles"

reaching the country. Search available 
appointment dates of institutions (banks, 
universities, etc.) before starting the 
procedure. Do not rent an apartment 
before seeing it. Try to expand your 
network as soon as you can. If you are 
planning to come with family, save money 
before coming to the USA.

Apart from academic work, I participated 
in various social activities. In this context, 
my host professor organized a welcome 
picnic on my behalf. At the beginning of 
the semester, we had a volleyball match 
with the department professors.

Now my daily life has consistent routines. 
But I had a tough time when I first arrived, 
especially trying to rent a house and buy a 
car. To buy a car you need car insurance, to 
get car insurance you need a home address, 
to rent a house you need a car. Getting 
out of this vicious circle was exceedingly 
difficult for a person like me who 
came without his family. Especially 
in big cities, parameters such as 
traffic and population slow things 
down even more. I have Turkish 
friends in Atlanta. We try to meet 
as a family every weekend. In 
the summer, I went on a cruise 
vacation to the Bahamas and 
Mexico, and I had fun.

My suggestions: Learn the state’s 
procedures for transactions such 
as getting a driver’s license and 
purchasing a car, and learn about 
the necessary documents before 
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Advising Program

Six live interviews were organized 
with alumni of the grant programs 
offered in the past six months. Foreign 
Language Teaching Assistant alumna 
Ms. Ecem Mutlu, Ph.D. Dissertation 
Grant alumna Ms. Duygu Beste Başer 
Özcan, Post-Doctoral Grant alumna Dr. 
Deniz Sayar, Senior Scholar Grant alumni 

Outreach 
Activities for 

Fulbright Grants

The Foreign Language Teaching 
Assistant Program was announced on 
May 31, and four webinars were organized 
for interested students and teachers. 

In August, the three research grants: 
the Ph.D. Dissertation Grant, the Post-
Doctoral Grant, and the Senior Scholar 

Pictured (above right):  
Gümüşhane University MYO webinar

Pictured (below left):  
Bartın Üniversitesi SHMYO, with the participation 

of Onur Gürbüz, 2019-2020 CCIP Alumnus

Pictured (above left):  
İzmir Ekonomi University Meslek Yüksekokulu 

(MYO) webinar

Pictured (below right):  
Plato MYO webinar

Grant opened for applications one after 
the other. Three informational webinars 
were given for the Dissertation Grant. 

The Community College Initiative (CCI) 
Program was announced in mid-October, 
and many virtual events were organized 

until its deadline, November 30, 2022. 
Advisers offered four webinars for the 
general public, as well as individual 
presentations for 16 specific Community 
Colleges. A total of 560 students attended 
the presentations and asked questions 
about various aspects of the program. 

with VSR alumna 
Duygu Beste Başer 
Özcan

with Post Doc alumna 
Dr. Deniz Sayar

with Senior Scholar 
Research Grant 
alumna Prof. Berna 
Kırkulak Uludağ

With FLTA alumna 
Ecem Mutlu

with 2021-22 CCIP 
alumna Elif Akdemir

Prof. Berna Kırkulak Uludağ and Prof. 
Mehmet Elgin, as well as Community 
College Initiative Program alumna 
Ms. Elif Akdemir were hosted in Live 
sessions where they talked about their 
experiences and answered questions 
posted by attendees. A total of 975 
participants attended these sessions.

with Senior Scholar Research Grant alumnus Prof. 
Mehmet Elgin



Coffee with U.S. 
Grantees

The Istanbul Advisers were happy to host 
a coffee hour for U.S. Grantees on October 
27. Six Istanbul-based grantees joined for 
lively conversation and a delicious choice 
of desserts. 

Pictured: 
U.S. Grantees in Istanbul

Thanksgiving Dinner 
for U.S. Grantees

American Grantees in Istanbul came 
together for the annual Thanksgiving 
Dinner on November 22.  The Deputy 
Principal Officer at the Istanbul Consulate, 
Ms. Fleur Cowan and her partner attended 
the event, along with the Acting American 
Programs Officer Ms. Leyla Akşin, and the 
Istanbul Office Staff. The group shared a 
festive dinner, their projects and updates, 
and offered gratitude for the good things 
in their lives.

Follow us on social media:

Two Instagram Live Q&A Sessions were 
organized to answer questions from 
grant applicants.

Both off ices carried out document 
attestation of transcripts and diplomas 
on an appointment basis. 

Online Advising Sessions are routinely 
carried out three times a week. 
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Pictured (Left): 
Serin Alpokay Taş at the Istanbul Akare Fair 

Pictured (right): 
Serin Alpokay Taş and Şahin Kaya at the Ankara 

Akare Fair

Study Abroad Fairs
Ms. Serin Alpokay Taş represented the 
Fulbright Commission and Education 
USA at the Akare Fair in both Istanbul and 
Ankara in November. Ms. Alpokay Taş was 
joined by Mr. Şahin Kaya in Ankara. 

There were 64 attendees seeking 
information at the Istanbul booth, and 110 
at the Ankara Fair.  Close to 1.000 brochures, 
flyers, and promotional materials were 
distributed.

Pictured: LL.M. Webinar hosted by the 
Commission

International Education Week was 
celebrated with several activities: two 
webinars on the Fulbright CCIP grant and 
studying in Community Colleges in the U.S., 
a webinar on “LL.M. programs in the U.S.” 
by Loyola Chicago, University of Georgia, 
and University of the Pacific, hosted by 
the Commission, another webinar titled 

“Study in the U.S.”, and a Live interview 
with a Community College participant on 
Instagram. 

International Education Week Activities

The EducationUSA Europe Network continued to connect 
for scheduled monthly calls, professional development 
webinars, Turkey Team calls, and group events. 

EducationUSA Activities

Our Education Adviser, Ms. Serin Alpokay 
Taş, presented webinars on studying 
in the U.S. to the Sainte Pulcherie and 
Saint Benoit French High Schools. She 
outlined essential details on applying to 
U.S. colleges and answered questions from 
students and parents. 

Outreach for High 
Schools

One-on-one advising sessions for high 
school students and parents continued 
on online platforms. A total of 26 applicants 
at various levels of study were advised on 
their choices, resources that can help 
them, next steps to take, and preparations 
required for successful applications. 

Pictured (left): Presentation for St. Pulcherie

Pictured (right): Presentation for St. Benoit



On August 31, we had the pleasure of 
hosting Ms. Yeşim Erez, who visited 
the Istanbul Office on behalf of IECA, a 
not-for-profit, international professional 
association representing experienced 
independent educational consultants.  The 
advisers learned about the professional 
training institutes, workshops, conferences, 
and webinars organized by the association, 
and how they offer information to students 
and their families regarding school 
selection issues, and work to ensure that 
those in the profession adhere to the 
highest ethical and business standards.

U.S. Higher Education Officials Visits

Pictured: INTO Representatives with Istanbul 
Advisers

On September 29, Laura Nye and 
Miriam D’Angelo, from INTO University 
Partnerships, which supports international 
student recruitment, visited our office to 
talk about our respective organizations 
and services offered.

An online visit was organized on the 
same day, with Clémence Kucera, the 
Assistant Dean of Graduate, Online, and 
International Programs at the University 
of the Pacific, McGeorge School of Law, 
to exchange information about LLM 
programs and the Fulbright Master’s Grant.

Pictured: Clémence Kucera and Serin Alpokay 
Taş

On October 24, Danielle Goldstein, the 
Associate Director of Graduate Admissions 
at the Elliot School of International Affairs 
at George Washington University visited 
the Istanbul Off ice to learn about the 
Fulbright grant programs and talk about 
possible collaboration.

Ms. Dina Iskaros, Director of Graduate 
Admissions at Stevens Institute of 
Technology, visited the Istanbul Office on 
October 25 to talk about the university’s 
appeal for STEM students, and the ease 
with which STEM graduates can find jobs 
in the area.

Pictured above left: Danielle Goldstein with Serin 
Alpokay Taş

Pictured above right: Dina İskaros with Serin 
Alpokay Taş

On October 26, the Istanbul Off ice 
hosted Jia-Yi Cheng-Levine, the Dean of 
International Affairs & Global Engagement 
at the College of the Canyons, together with 
Kevin Dag, the Türkiye representative. The 
guests talked about transfer agreements, 
services offered to f irst year students, 
and other advantages for applicants. Ms. 
Alpokay Taş gave information about the 
CCIP grant and offered advice on outreach 
possibilities. 

Pictured right: Jia-Yi Cheng-Levine, Serin Alpokay 
Taş, Kevin Dag
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EducationUSA Europe-Eurasia Regional Forum 2022

Ms. Betti  Delevi ,  Fulbright and 
EducationUSA Adviser, participated 
in the EducationUSA Europe-Eurasia 
Regional Forum held in Belgrade, Serbia 
on September 18-21, 2022. 

Among the 57 advisers who came from 
the region, Türkiye was represented 
by all four EducationUSA advisers, Ms. 
Güldenur Collins from İzmir, Ms. Tuba 
Bada from Adana, and Ms. Naz Etçioğlu 
Demirdizen from Ankara. The four advisers 
worked together to represent Türkiye at 
the Country Fair, informing US Higher 
Education Institutions about country 
specifics and recruitment opportunities.

The Forum provided a setting where 
advisers shared best practices, received 
training, built and enlarged networks, and 
gained new insights. 

Ms. Delevi teamed up with EducationUSA 
advisers from Belgium, Belarus, and Russia, 
to make a presentation titled “Joining the 
Competition for EUR Graduate Students: 
Understanding Where Students Go for 
Higher Education and How Your Institution 
Can Reach Them”, which was largely 
attended by university representatives. 

Pictured above: EducationUSA advisers 
from Türkiye: Ms. Güldenur Collins from 
İzmir, Ms. Tuba Bada from Adana, Ms. Naz 
Etçioğlu Demirdizen from Ankara, and Ms. 
Betti Delevi from İstanbul

After four days of plenaries, sessions, 
meetings, and fairs, the whole group 
attended a reception at the Belgrade 
Fortress and enjoyed friendship, good food, 
local music, and excellent folk dancing.



Open Doors Data

By academic level, the percentage of Turkish 
students doing graduate studies is still the largest, 

and almost half of all Turkish students in the U.S. are 
studying for graduate degrees.

The Open Doors 2022 report showed that 
in the 2020/21 academic year, 948,519 
international students studied at US 
colleges and universities – an increase 
of 3,8% from the previous academic 
year. Between 2014/15 and 2019/20, there 
were consistently more than one million 
international students in the country 
annually. The percentage of international 
students among the total of students in 
higher education, was 4,7% in 2021-2022. 

Below are some data on Turkish student 
mobility to the United States in the 2021 – 
2022 academic year.

The number  of  Turkish 
students studying in the USA 
in the 2021-2022 academic 
year was 8,467, showing an 
increase of 4,4 % compared 
to the year before. 

U.S. students in Türkiye has 
decreased to 12 this year:

Turkish Students in the U.S. 
by Academic Level

This year, Türkiye 
became the #18 
sending country 
to the U.S. globally, 
and the 3rd largest 
in Europe, after the 
U.K. and Germany.
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